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Pearling in Bahrain (1900-1948)
Dr. Mohammed Faris Al-faris

This paper deals with the economic changes that took place in the
Arabian Gulf region during the first half of the twentieth century, at the
time when the pearl fishing industry collapsed. Bahrain - a major market
for high quality pearls - was affected by that collapse and later on the
depression whose beginnings may be seen in the appearance of cultured
pearls which became widespread worldwide after the First World War.
Attention is then given to the reforms and legislation enacted by the gov-
ernment of Bahrain with regard to the pearling industry and particularly
the trade in cultured pearls, and the degree of efficacy of those steps in
reviving the pearling industry, as well as their effects on sailors, pearl
divers, and merchant suppliers.
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(1) The Persian Gulf Historical Summaries, 1905-1940, Archive
Edition1987 (PGTR 1987), Vol, 1, IV. p.23, 24.
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(2) Richard le Baron, 7he Middle East Journal, volume 5, no 2
(Spring 1951), 161.
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(3) Remarks on the Tribes, 7rade and resources around the shore
line of the Persian Gulf, by Colonel Lewis Pelly, Sept. 17",
1863, Records of the Emirates, Vol. 3, p. 631-642.

(4) E.C. Ross, Report of the year 1889-1890, 20 May 1890, 7%e
Persian Gulf Administration Reports, Vol. 3, p. 29.

(5) Calcott Gaskin, Bahrain 27" Jan 1901, The Persian Gulf Ad-
ministration Reports, Vol. 3, p. 112.

(6) Ibid, vol: 3, p. 112.
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(7) Cox, report for the year 1908, for the trucial coast, 7/e Per-
stan Gulf Administration Report, Vol. 6, p. 87.
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(8) S, G, Knox report toe the trucial coast for the year 1914, 7he
Persian Gulf Administration reports, Vol. 7, p. 51.

(9) Trevor, Administration Report for the Trucial Coast for the year
1916, The Persian Gulf Administration Report, Vol.7, p. 69.
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(10)J.H.Bill, Bushire 26" July 1919, report for the year 1918, for
the Trucial Coast, The Persian Gulf Administration Reports,
Vol. 7. p. 53.

(1T)N.N. Bray, report for the year 1918 for Bahrain, 7%e Persian
Gulf Administration report, Vol. 7 , p. 56.
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(13) Brideaux, Administration report for the year 1924, 7he Per-

stan Gulf Administration Reports, vol. 8, p. 3.
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(14)From The residency agent, Sharjah dated 15" July 1924,
Records of the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries, vol. 2, p. 467.
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(18) Biscoe, Report for the year 1929, Dated 29" April 1930, 7he
Persian Gulf Administration Reports, Vol. 8, p. 50.

(19) Prior, Administration Report for the Bahrain for the year
1930, The Persian Gulf Administration Reports, vol. 8, p.48.
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(20) Prior, report of Bahrain for the year 1931, The Persian Gulf
Administration Reports, Vol. 9, p. 48-49.
(21)Ibid,Vol: 9, p. 48-49.
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(22) Lock, Administration Report of the Bahrain for the year 1933,
The Persian Gulf Administration Reports, Vol. 9, p. 53-54.
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(23) Records of the Persian Gulf Pearl Fishries, Vol. 3, p. 527.
(24) Records of the Persian Gulf Pearl Fishries, Vol. 3, p. 369.
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(25) Durand, Bushire, 8" July 1878, Notes of the Pearl Fishries of
the Persian Gulf, 7he Persian Gulf Administration Reports,
Vol. 1. p. 35.

(26)Ibid, Vol: 1, p. 35.

A

B il deSone diliald Wl

Sopatioe GLUf Byl

=

Ogay¥lg Aawlid) Lead) @Y YY Syl (HLN soal)



O.k ‘"QM" 'W)EM-Q

Szl e e OIS O dadd (g5 T i A S35 ol
Cra by fall S aia (100 =07 ) o L ey Jsha o]
(a8 s (VAA) e (9Sm a) A8 S ale
092 ced e Byl ) 3yud ane :Lols

2019 @VAVA ale W0lhes Leai€ ) o laull 13y (s
oyl 3519 ¢ pmdiadl (80 pllas B (el Jdo) 2
(O p=duadl (a8l (e by Siall B Gyl dagSs Hliies
oosidl 55l Lay JoSo OIS Gl 5Bty @llall (Sun (6 o
82 51501 Hleeig dgaedl HLS Jaial ade m ol 8
el cfine e allad b @ agls il ceglen g il V5a
ey (agule Syla il Jgad T guadly o a1l
e i Sl duall B 31U 5Ll (ST g o aal A
u_u.\...\.n A @] SI5UN Lt S o aay @il 1aa
Y i LS (Llind e gule Tgady il oy gaal
5 loms dblay OIS Lee Gu=ty Slhay o 50,80 Ilia
DN g (el @ eleSS Al S g o981l (e (i pxd]
B o 6l @) ATY ale ol B sl aatasdl 4
4_'\44 o2 rad Joan GI5U1 Hlanyy 3V clgindl e
Lilie 0953 4B doude dads (ol gl haady G0 531 oragn
g«-S\—’ﬂ‘ (e s pay ydicng 03l adiay Lie L 5T Lol

(27) The Diving Industry, Records of the Persian Gulf pearl
fishries, Vol. 3, p. 525.
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(28) From Political Agent in Bahrain, Financial system: Accord-
ing used by Nakhudas, with sample accounts of 23 divers
and pearlers Bahrain 27/2/1923, records of the Persian Gulf
Pearl Fishries, Vol. 2, p. 215-216.
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(29) Administration Report of the political agency, Bahrain for
the year 1924, The Persian Gulf Administration reports.
Vol. 8, p. 59.
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(31)C.D. Belegrave, The pearl industry of Bahrain, 10 dec. 1928,
records of the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries. Vol. 2, p. 538-
541.

(o}
\V)



Y (VA= VA0 0) oyl B gl A Lo g

oaga=l 98 35l i B () ol OISy Gy ]
A9y (V) e oy ol dl auadll (o801 4
(oot b o Y s a9 cguall A9,y (Y0) 5 ol sall
Sz Lo (a3l 9o 138 oLy (gds 1551 3I5U1 Lot (S
el i V1 ey Zadl 3aladY) Ll gVl s s dady
(“'G'Z’-J)Jagﬁ'(“'@L \MLEIQ‘J\_';(\O“)F&A.#" Laste
3Sa 5pe Gaylall g (i ymly) @Sladl HLiine )
Loaldl udy egd Guatd GS,all gy ang «tlin [yoize
@Skl g cupmmtl e B9 8y e o dlllie Foal|
VLt el Y asledsd yuioiy cdaigd! abs o &l oya 343
‘&M‘@j“\.@.ﬁ.")ﬁ 98 g dunigd! dls y Sl A‘Jﬂi‘:ﬁé
e la ol b.mﬂ‘ mu\_‘j uLaLC‘.jm_” Lg..\:-! ‘\9_4:7\.&3
‘)mﬂlﬁ¢)_zd|jmuznﬁzdbgﬁu?3ﬁmaj‘sj_ﬂ‘ IRW.Y
A egie dae Jaiely (B pmmall gom (ugemio 0l g all paay
i )T g oL T IS ege J53
LN FEAPNES Pyl [ W R (SN B Y Locnlg gung

(32) Loch, The Persian Gulf Administration Reports, Vol. 9, p. 43.
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(33) Prior, Political Agent, Bahrain 2nd June 1929, records of the
Persian Gulf Pearl Fishries, Vol. 2, p. 505.

(34) Russell, Bushire 20" June 1929, records of the Persian Gulf
pearl fisheries, Vol. 2, p. 510.
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(35) Foreign office, London, to Mr. Gibson, 11 Feb. 1938, re-
cords of Kuwait, vol. 4, p. 255.
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(38) Biscco, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 18 Jan. 1930

records of the Persian Gulf pearl Fishries, Vol. 2, p. 549.
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TRANSLATION OF RULER OF Bahrain proclamation
number 1889/19, records of the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries,
Vol. 2, p. 521.
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(40) Records of the Persian Gulf Pearl Fishries, Vol. 2, p. 551.
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(41) Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. No.1, 1940, records of
the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries, Vol. 2, p. 558-559.

(42) Poor season experienced in 1942-1943, records of the Per-
sian Gulf pearl fisheries, Vol. 3, p. 521.
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fisheries, vol. 3, p. 579.

4
4

§a

B il deSone diliald Wl

Sopatioe GLUf Byl

73

Ogay¥lg Aawlid) Lead) @Y YY Syl (HLN soal)



VY M'uﬂ‘)&m.é

il Bl a=Y e sl SI3UN ¢ s omeollay 1
el @S 315 Lol yieals Biigl AasSmll paas ¥
O JLB el o sl @iall 1] (69l B 52l
Caial Laud Say Sl B g1l ol o Ll uasn
@loyudl oda claly wulays 8 daingg cdmyaig 315U
i 1y O gl 75l Bgi Lt amgn ¥ 315U s

Byl aigl) 98T und (Liled diied ab il $131 O

OISl o gl (Y Ll g a5 Lgud Bgeay ol A )|
g e il e 3151 as oty (gl sl
Homs I ALy Bocw SIlin (S5 @y cdamamy ailasly
Ll e a0l e elas aillay o3 Osawallisy
MPMﬁ6M\M|U|MY )Lvlﬁc_dzﬂu_o,
g bl SLadl o S35 31501 sl il e gl
oyl 3 gl 3yl 2 upjﬁ OIS ol 31301 3o 3
ol B 1558 iyl (lSY (V1) o Lo (il Aallall
oLidl el o ¢y pumme LY mu@ud (Ferayage—yagy
o2 i of Lide g (ool @Sl (olSAl wigl) da S
Vsl B 55 LY allddl oagd s 6T 399 OIS
ol e AL 20 gd Jol> Bue Gyllios pingy
g3 hicumdl 3 Labinisg Ll ¥Llaim Y1 o' SL5L

(44)E.P.Donaldson, common wealth relations office, 26" Nov.
1947, Records of the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries, Vol. 3.
p. 591.

(45) Ibid, Vol. 3, p. 591.
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(47) Records of the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries, Vol. 3, p. 558.
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(49) Ibid, Vol. 3, p. 562.

(50) Arumukh Mudalier, Public notice. No. 813., Ibid, Vol. 3,
p. 595.

(51)Ibid.
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(52) Bahrain intelligence summary 1-15 April 1948, political di-
aries of the Persian Gulf, Vol. 18, p. 51-62.

(53) The Political Residency, Bahrain, 17" may 1949, Records of
the Persian Gulf pearl fisheries, Vol. 3, p. 666.
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